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Synopsis

Relied on by students, professors, and practitioners, Erwin Chemerinsky’s popular treatise,
Constitutional Law: Principles and Policies, Fourth Edition, clearly states the law and identifies the
underlying policy issues in each area of constitutional law.  The characteristics that make this
treatise so highly valued include: Thorough coverage of all areas of constitutional law, suitable for
both beginning and advanced courses. Issues are presented clearly and with a neutral approach
that examines all sides in constitutional law issues. Discussion not only of doctrines but of the
underlying policy issues of the law. Flexible organization: the chapters can be used separately in
any order. Updated throughout, the Fourth Edition:  Focuses particularly on developments since
the publication of the third edition, including issues involving standing, congressional power,
presidential power and the war on terror, preemption, school desegregation, abortion rights and
voting rights, and First Amendment issues concerning speech and religion. Includes coverage of
the most recent and significant cases : Hein v. Freedom from Religion Foundation and its
implications for taxpayer standing Boumediene v. Bush and Hamdan v. Rumsfeld, concerning the
war on terror Wyeth v. Levine and Riegel v. Medtronic (preemption cases) Philip Morris USA v.
Williams and the law of punitive damages District of Columbia v. Heller (an in-depth look at this
case in a new section on the Second Amendment) Gonzalez v. Carhart and its importance in
analyzing issues concerning abortion rights Crawford v. Marion County Election Bd. and the law of
voting rights Parents Involved in Community Schools v. Seattle School District No. 1, on the use of
race in school desegregation Garcetti v. Ceballos and its significance for the speech of
government employees Citizens United v. Federal Election Commission, Randall v. Sorrell, and

Wisconsin Right to Life v. FEC (campaign finance law) Morse v. Frederick and student speech
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Customer Reviews

Chamerinsky sets the standard for constitutional law course supplementation. He distills the most
opaque cases and makes entire doctrines accessible to first year students. This treatise is a

must-have for all law students.

No supplement could possibly compare with the comprehensive coverage Chimerinsky gives
Constitutional law in this book. This is good for Con Law | and Con Law Il. Enough cannot be said
about how valuable this supplement is.Also, this is about the lowest price you can find them. So this

should be your final destination in your Con Law supplement shopping.

Chemerinsky is truly the con law God. All hail, Chemerinsky.But in all seriousness, if | could give
this 6 stars | would. My con law class used Chemerinsky’s casebook, which is a huge book, so it
was just a monster to try and wrap my head around. This treatise really broke everything down
nicely and in a more understandable manner. This combined with the casenote legal briefs tied to
Chemerinsky’s casebook saved me from the hell that is con law. Highly, highly, highly, highly

recommended.

You should buy this book, simply because it's a good supplement and the best con law book, but it
won’t be all that helpful, unfortunately. | would just use the library copy or borrow it from a friend, or
simply make a list of the ten items you have questions about and corner your con law professor for

an hour and make him/her explain everything.

Chemerinsky conducts a thorough, well-explained, well-laid out, and accessible examination of the
Constitutional Law subject matter. His book explains almost every case from my case book
(Tushnet, Karlan), lays out the policy reasonings, and philosophical debates in an easy-to-read AND
easy-to-understand way. The only thing that would make this book better would be an outline that

goes along with it.

It was like new as you say !!!l recommend this book, it is the most valuable book for studying

constitution law



This book saved me in preparing for my Con law exam. My teacher did not do a good job teaching
us the black letter law but this book made up for my teacher’s mistakes. | would 100% recommend
this book if for nothing more to then to review in preparation for your exam. | wish | had purchased

this book during the semester and used it while learning each topic area.

Your casebook is probably half as informative and twice as hard to read as this treatise. Get the
Kindle version, otherwise you’ll be lugging around a 25 Ib book.Edit: | received my grades and am
proud to say | got a 3.7 in con law, thanks to this book. My casebook was NOT Chemerisnky and
this treatise still saved me. If you are taking con law, BUY THIS BOOK AND READ THE SECTIONS
RELEVANT TO YOUR CLASS. Trust me, he breaks down everything into plain English and makes

it much easier to outline.
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